Chapter Newsletter
January 2021

President’s Message
Fellow Greater Baton Rouge Members

Happy New Year! We transition into this New Year with many of the same issues from 2020
when speaking of the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. Early on – Winter/Spring 2020 – most
thought this issue would be short-lived, or even the hot summer months, at least in the south,

would wipe this thing out. Well, as we all know that didn’t happen. In fact, cases, including
deaths, have been on the constant rise. Both nationally and locally we have been “hitting”
daily records. The vaccines that are being distributed across the nation at this very hour are
our hope for an end to this pandemic. Please continue to practice safe measures; we all have

the responsibility to keep ourselves and family safe from sickness. Stay safe, stay well.
We are essentially half way through our chapter year. As we move into January we have our January Virtual Technical
Chapter Meeting upcoming on January 19th with past GBR president and ASSP Fellow Skipper Kendrick, CSP. Having
this chapter meeting brings some normality to our professional lives. I’m looking forward to it and hope that you can
join us. The link for the meeting can be found on our website’s home page under the Upcoming Events section.

President’s Message
Something that we are doing different for this meeting is sending out our virtual meeting link to other Louisiana
chapters. This opportunity gives their chapter members the ability to join our chapter meeting, experiencing what we
do as a chapter.
We also have two big events upcoming in the spring. The first of the two will be our Professional Development
Conference (PDC) April 7-8. As you may remember the PDC was originally scheduled to take place in Baton Rouge in
2020, but that was canceled and rescheduled for 2021. Well now the 2021 in-person PDC has been transitioned to a

virtual event. In terms of logistics, all 2020 PDC registrations have been rolled over to the 2022 PDC in Baton Rouge
and everyone already registered for the 2020 PDC will receive complimentary to the 2021 Virtual PDC. The second
event will be our chapter fundraiser for scholarships and professional development held on April 16 at The Bluffs
Country Club & Resort in St. Francisville, Louisiana. Both of these events still have opportunity for registration

and/or sponsorship. See our GBR webpage for more information for either event. We look forward to you joining us.
The chapter continues to seek opportunities for community outreach, but unfortunately, we are unable to make most
any event possible with each organizations COVID-19 precautions and/or restrictions. We as a Chapter are taking
some of the same measures so we certainly understand.

President’s Message
On the jobs front, there has been an industrial hygiene position posted to our website at the request of one of our
members. This position is in the New Orleans area. Job and application information is listed.

Lastly, I wanted to remind you that nominations for Safety Professional of the Year (SPY) award is due no later than
January 31, 2021 to our Awards and Honors committee Chair, Lasey Thompson. You may email her
at: vp@gbr.assp.org
As we continue to adapt to what has proven to be a much unusual chapter year, we must stay committed to our
organizations purpose: to promote the advancement of the safety profession and safety professionals and
development of its members. We will continue to promote and participate in every opportunity that is presented, but
only if it is safe for our members. Stay tuned to our website and emails for details.

Jake Valenti
Chapter President

Announcement
Technical Chapter Meeting
January 19, 2021 ⼁ 11:30AM
A Virtual Presentation
Effective Communication and
Media Skills
Skipper Kendrick, CSP
Past GBR-ASSP Chapter President (84-85’)
and ASSP Fellow

2021 Schedule of Technical Chapter Meetings
d

*** Subject to Change based on Venue’s COVID Restrictions
*** Feb, March and May meetings are currently being planned as evening meetings (6pm check-in/networking; 6:30pm kickoff)
*** Where we cannot host in-person meetings, virtual presentations will be considered.

February 16, 2021
• Emergency Response – “A first-hand account of Lessons Learned,”
ITC Fire, Deer Park, Texas, 2019
March 16, 2021
• Dr. Brian Lindenmayer – CBD in the Workplace
April 2021 – No Chapter Meeting
• Consider attending the local PDC (April 7-8) and Golf Tournament
(April 16)
May 18, 2021

• Chapter President – End of the Year Social, Awards Program,
Installation of Newly Elected Officers

We have a plan…we want to
communicate…even if we have
to change course.
Thanks for your
understanding.

Golf Tournament
April 16, 2021
11:00 am, Shotgun Start
The Bluffs, St. Francisville

Chapter Safety Professional of the Year (SPY)
Nominations Due Soon
Nominations are due
to chapter leadership
no later than
January 31, 2021.

Find the nominations
Guide on the Awards
and Honors page of
our website.

The Chapter thanks its’ sponsors for the continued
support allowing for scholarships to our student
section members, strong chapter operations and
professional development opportunities.
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